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Dear JICNY Community,

 Don't let anyone tell you that 2009 was not a 
year of growth for the JICNY. It was huge! Over 10,000 
young professional from over 40 different countries 
attended our programs this past year. Here at the JICNY 
we measure success by the scope and vibrancy of our 
community and not by the size of our budget!
 Unlike other keruv organizations in Manhattan, the JICNY offers very 
unique and personalized programs. We provide you with Torah classes in several 
foreign languages, a Latinos-only Shabbat  dinner in the warmth of the Samuels' 
home, or a job referral if you recently moved to New York. The JICNY is a niche 
organization that really cares about our community and is doing everything we can 
to meet your personal needs!  Because you gave us your time, your talents, your 
donations, your homes and your smiling faces we all came together during a time 
of great need and got the job done every single day. We are a success story.
 But just imagine for a second, what we could have accomplished if we 
had the funds necessary to meet our growing demands. How wonderful would it be 
if we could afford to hire a full-time staff person or if we received a $25,000 grant 
donation?  We could be doing so much more to help you! The coming year 
promises more opportunities for JICNY to serve the community in a variety of 
powerful ways. The number of people who attended our events this past year has 
never been higher. 
 Every week over 100 people pack into Ohev Shalom on the Upper West 
Side to hear Steven Eisenberg’s weekly parsha class and on a bi-monthly basis the 
Samuels host 60 people in their home on a Friday night. We had over 450 people 
attend last year’s Gala at the Prince George Ballroom with a Beatles cover band as 
the main entertainment for the evening! Matchmaker Ziva Kramer joined our staff 
of teachers with a weekly Tefilah class for women on Monday evenings. After the 
summer we will launch a Jewish History Series. Our International cooking classes 
are very popular and are always packed with people who want to become gourmet 
chefs! Lastly, the JICNY is focused on building connections with our community by 
connecting you with our local politicians. We recently had a very successful 
networking event with Congressman  Nadler and even have Manhattan Borough 
President Scott Stringer lined up as a future speaker. 
 We are hoping that 2010 will be an even more successful year of growth 
than 2009, so we are already digging a bit deeper to build on our momentum. But 
because our success comes from our partnerships with you, I have to ask you to 
do the same. Please grow with us by increasing your donation, or if you haven't 
already given, please make even a small contribution today. And if possible, please 
give us a little more then what you gave in the past. Your donation has made the 
JICNY the success story that we are today!
 I look forward on reporting back to you again about the tremendous 
return on your investment in us.

    Jeff Stier
    JICNY Chairman

Message from the Chairman

Highlights from 2009

Steve Eisenberg and Gavin Samuels

 This past year has been truly remarkable! Times might be tough 
financially, but Jicnyers are still interested in getting together to network, 
meet old and new friends and learn! Over the last year, we hosted over 
10,000 people at different events such as Monday night classes, Shabbat
meals, white water rafting, cooking classes, net-
working events and much more. Steve’s Monday
night class alone brings in over 100 people weekly 
and is one of the most successful match-making
classes resulting in over 50 engagements. In 
addition, we hosted a number of networking 
events, one which welcomed figure skating gold 
medalist Oksana Baiul who spoke to a JICNY 
crowd of 150. We hope you will 
take advantage of all the JICNY 
has to offer and sign up for classes 
and different events.
 Things in the back office 
are picking up too. In 2009, we 
welcomed Anais Toledano who 
works part-time as a program co-
ordinator to help plan the growing 
number of JICNY events. Part of 
her job is to maintain the growing 
database and make sure that all 
of you are registered for our events and get our 
weekly emails. Our goal is to make Anais a full-
time employee in the near future. She has been 
a wonderful addition to the JICNY family.
 Our presence on Facebook and Twitter 
is also building a huge fan base. If you aren’t yet 
a fan please join so you can get up-to-date in-
formation on all JICNY has to offer. 
 www.facebook.com/jicny 
 or follow us on twitter@jicny
 Mark your calendars now for our Sixth 
Annual Passport to the World Gala on Tuesday, 
June 15th at the Prince George Ballroom. This 
year’s event is sure to blow you away, so don’t miss it! Our event committee 
is working hard to plan an incredible evening. Last year we had delicious 
cuisine from all around the world and over 450 people attended. We hope 
to see you there!
 The JICNY continues to work hard to bring you exciting events with 
fabulous guests. We thank you so much for your support and hope that you 
will continue being a part of an organization that enhances the Jewish experi-
ence for International and American Jews all over NYC.

JICNY Networking event with 
Olympic gold medalist Oksana Baiul

Anais Toledano: 
JICNY Program Coordinator

  

Event Spotlights
 Mazel Tov to all of our incredible honorees that will be honored 
at this year’s Sixth Annual JICNY Gala!  We can’t wait to congratulate 
Alessandra Rovati and Lloyd Harmetz on receiving the Couple of The 
Year Award; Jessica Abo on receiving the Dedication to Jewish Life Award; 
Gregg Fisher who will receive the Tower of Light Award; and to Marlene and 
Ari Goodman on receiving the Jewish Leadership Award.
 Almost every Friday evening, Italian born Alessandra Rovati and 
American born Lloyd Harmetz host a variety of guests in their home for 
Shabbat. Their open door policy makes everyone feel welcome. When they 
are not hosting Shabbat meals, they are hosting a variety of other classes for 
the JICNY or spending time with their two children on the Upper West side.
 If you can’t find Jessica Abo in the newsroom, she is out and about 
in NYC trying to bring people together. As a reporter for NY1, Jessica spends 
countless hours writing, producing and editing news stories. On her off-time, 
Jessica can be found volunteering for the JICNY at various events and 
bringing people together from all over the world. One smile from Jessica will 
hook you into an event that will change your life.
 Gregg S. Fisher, CFA,  is Gerstein Fisher's President and Chief 
Investment Officer. At the 
office, Gregg takes a leading 
role in shaping the investment 
strategies and decisions im-
plemented on behalf of his 
clients. After hours, Gregg  
generously gives his time to 
many community initiatives 
including speaking for the 
JICNY Networking Events.
 When Ari Goodman is not advocating for his clients he and 
his wife Marlene can be seen helping out at many Jewish events. An 
active board member of the JICNY, Ari and his wife Marlene are a 
dynamic duo that make things happen.

We look forward to celebrating and honoring JICNY 
volunteers for their hard work on June 15th, 2010

JICNY networking event with Gregg Fisher, Gala Honoree.

Volunteer in the Spotlight
Sam Bodenheimer, known to family and friends as “Bodi” is a highly 
accomplished singer/songwriter, film/television composer, chazzan, and 
entertainment industry entrepreneur. Last year, Bodi was invited as a 
guest singer and speaker for a 
Friday evening dinner at Darna 
and an instant connection was 
developed between this talented 
musician and the JICNY family. 
Over the last year, Bodi has served
as our chazzan/music director and
always brings great energy, music,
and words of inspiration to our 
monthly Shabbat dinners.  A tireless
advocate for international Jewish 
and social justice causes, Bodi has 
utilized his position in the entertainment industry to produce televised and 
well promoted benefits for international charities.  As founder and CEO of 
Spicerack Music, he is a leading music provider for both live events, film and 
TV productions. Bsamim Orchestra, a division of Spicerack, is one of New 
York's most sought after Jewish wedding performance groups.
 

   Born in Mexico City, Teresa Bazbaz enjoys  
   being a JICNY volunteer and introducing  
   newcomers f rom other countr ies to the  
   organization. She likes to make people feel at 
   home in Manhattan and feels that the JICNY  
   rea l ly  connects  peop le  based on the i r   
   commonali t ies and not their differences.  
   Although Teresa was born in Mexico, she 
   grew up in Houston, Texas and attended an 
international school so that she could interact with other foreigners and 
keep up her Spanish. It was her early exposure to different cultures that 
attracted her to the JICNY. Two years ago, she moved to Manhattan to 
experience a culturally diverse city with a strong Jewish community. She 
currently works for her family business as an attorney and in her free time 
volunteers for the Special Olympics teaching athletes how to figure skate.

Sam Bodenheimer, USA

Volunteer in the Spotlight

Gavin & Jodi Samuels, Sarah & Oren Adler, Steve Eisenberg

Terasa Bazbaz, Mexico

To find out more about 
JICNY classes go to

www.jicny.com/events

Teacher of the Year

 On Monday nights, Yoni Gershan 
teaches kabbala and chasidut for the JICNY
at Ohev Shalom. His classes focus on 
personal growth while bringing powerful 
lessons into our daily lives. His trademark 
mixture of offbeat humor and passion for 
Torah keep his students coming back 
from week to week. During class, he can 
often be heard saying, “The most im-
portant thing is to love your fellow Jew!”
  Professionally,Yoni is an en-
trepreneur, investor and adviser to start-
up Internet companies. He grew up in 
Washington, DC and attended George 
Washington University as an undergrad, majoring in Psychology and Computer 
Science. During college, he launched a computer consulting firm and worked 
with defense industry "Beltway Bandits" and NASA.   After graduation, he 
spent six years in Israel learning Torah, playing in bands, and consulting for 
Israeli high tech companies. After he returned to the United States, Yoni 
headed to Chicago to begin a 20 year-long career as an expert in financial 
automation and black box trading. With his late wife Shari (aleiha hashalom) 
he founded the Jewish Education Alliance which  fosters innovation in Jewish 
education and Yeshiva Shaarei Simcha, a pioneering Montessori based 
yeshiva. Yoni is also the star and musical director of two Jewish films for 
children -- "Miracle Days" and "Israel You Have It  All.”   Yoni and his four 
children live in Passaic, NJ.

Special Thanks

 The JICNY would like to say thank you to all of our incredible 
volunteers who volunteer countless hours of their time helping to make the 
JICNY run smoothly. Without you we would not be able to exist! Whether it’s 
arriving early at a Shabbat dinner to help with set-up or checking people in 
during Monday night classes your time and efforts are always appreciated! 
We would also like to thank all of our very talented JICNY teachers who 
volunteer their time to teach our Torah classes and seminars. You help us to 
educate the Jewish International community and reach out to young profes-
sional craving to learn more about their Jewish roots.
 A special thanks to Renatt Brodsky and Rina Lazar for co-chairing 
the Sixth Annual Gala Event Committee and to all the volunteers for offering 
their talents and expertise to this year’s gala. We can’t wait to see you at the 
Prince George Ball Room on Tuesday, June 15th!

JICNY couple having fun at our Purim Party.

In 2009 JICNY hosted over 10,000 guests for Monday night classes, 
Shabbat dinners, holiday programs, social events, and networking programs.

Your sponsorship ensures that we will not miss any opportunities to grow and thrive as 
a Jewish Community. If you prefer to make a general donation please visit us at 

www.jicny.com or contact us via email or phone
 at info@jicny.com / (646) 519-4261


